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The New Deal did not, and apparently could not, solve
the basic recovery problem. Some of its works, notably the
NRA, seem actually to have retarded revival, but others like
the pump-priming PWA and WPA helped to accelerate
domestically that improvement in economic conditions which
from early 1933 set in through the world. Yet between six
and ten million men remained a stagnant pool of unemploy-
ment throughout much of this era, while agriculture was
kept afloat by lavish federal subsidies. By contrast, the third
of the New Deal's "three RY' proved comparatively easy in
the malleable mood of the mid-thirties. Beginning in the
Hundred Days, reform, as has been remarked, took the spot-
light from recovery after about 1935. The accomplishments
were impressive and apparently of enduring import. Con-
gressmen and local politicians climbed aboard the progressive
band wagon; and art, literature, music and the movies re-
sounded with strains of social significance. It now grew as
customary to interpret history with a liberal Jeffersonian
slant as in the nineteenth century a tinge of Hamiltonian
Federalism had set the fashion, even up to the academic writ-
ings of Woodrow Wilson.
The lifelong idealist, emerging from his long hibernation
in the torpid 1920's, drew a deep breath and joined actively
once more in the quest for social justice. Others, hitherto
insensitive or smug, were shocked, often deeply concerned,
to learn from the president's speeches as well as from articles,
novels and plays that one third of the nation was ill-housed,
For the worst, 23 per cent named the relief program and the WPA, 16 lavish
spending, 12 the farm program, 6 labor policy, 6 foreign policy, 5 "inter-
ference" with business, 5 the Supreme Court plan, 4 the NRA, 3 prohibition
repeal and 2 the raising of taxes. Citizens in the upper-income brackets credited
Roosevelt with stemming the banking crisis, but severely disapproved his spend-
ing policy and handling of relief; those in the lowest brackets (including relief
clients) applauded relief but deprecated plowing under cotton and the destruc-
tion of livestock as their chief grievance. Among farmers, 23 per cent lauded
banking reforms as best, while 19 chose the agricultural program; as the New
Deal's worst feature, 29 per cent specified relief and the WPA while 11 selected
the AAA.

